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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Whitioorth 
Urban  District. 

Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration 
the  Annual  Health  Report  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
District,  for  the  year  1908. 

By  Section  14  of  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  as  defined  by  the  general  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  it  is  stated  that  the  annual  report 
of  such  Officer  shall  comprise : 

1st.  A  summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year 
for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease 

2nd.  An  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
district  generally,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

3rd.  An  account  of  the  enquiries  made  by  such 
officer,  as  to  conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in 
the  district,  and  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  such 
conditions,  in  which  he  has  taken  part,  or  advised, 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

4th.  An  account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by 
him,  or,  on  his  advice,  over  places  and  houses  which  the 
sanitary  authority  have  power  to  regulate,  together  with 
the  action,  if  any,  taken  in  regard  to  offensive  trades, 
to  factories,  and  to  workshops. 
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5th.  Tabulated  statement  of  the  sickness  and 
mortality  within  the  district,  classified  according  to 
diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Section  132  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act  requires  that : 

“  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  every  District 
Council  shall,  in  his  annual  report  to  them,  report 
specifically  on  the  administration  of  this  Act  in  work¬ 
shops  and  workplaces,  and  he  shall  send  a  copy  of  his 
annual  report,  or  so  much  of  it  as  deals  with  this 
subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.” 

The  following  Acts  bearing  on  Public  Health,  also 
came  into  force  on  the  1st  of  January,  1908. 

1st.  Butter  and  Margarine  Act.  1907. 

2nd.  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act, 
1907. 

3rd.  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  1907,  dealing 
with  Laundries. 

4th.  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

5th.  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act, 
1907. 

6th.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Acts,  1907. 

The  following  additional  Act  bearing  on  Public 
Health  came  into  force  on  the  1st  of  January,  1909,  viz. 
The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908. 


AREA  AND  ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 

The  area  of  the  Whitworth  Urban  District  is  6,300 
acres,  and  the  estimated  population  10,000  ;  an  increase 
in  the  population  due  to  the  introduction  of  newr  industries, 
and  the  re-occupation  of  empty  houses. 
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BIRTHS. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  number  179; 
Males  86,  Females  93  ;  an  increase  of  1  on  the  previous 
year  ;  giving  an  annual  birth  rate  of  17  9  per  1000. 


The  rate  for  preceding  ten  years  being 

as  under  : — 

1898. 

...24-2 

1903 . 

...22-5 

1899. 

...22*8 

1904 . 

...20-8 

1900. 

...24-9 

1905 . 

...20-7 

1901. 

...20-8 

1906 . 

...18-2 

1902. 

...22-5 

1907 . 

...17-8 

1908.... 

. 17-9 

The  following  table  gives  the  births  in 

the  respective 

Wards  for  the  undermentioned  years  : — 

Year.  Healey.  Whitworth.  Facit.  Shawforth.  Tota 

1901  . 

23 

.  75  . 

.  59  . 

....  43  —  200 

1902  . 

32 

.  87  . 

. 52  . 

...  47  —  218 

1903  . 

42 

.  70  . 

. 56  . 

...  50  —  218 

1904  . 

30 

.  84  . 

.  45  . 

...  41  —  200 

1905  . 

34 

.  72  . 

.  55  . 

...  40  —  201 

1906  . 

30 

. 61  . 

.  46  . 

...  39  —  176 

1907  . 

24 

. 67  . 

.  47  . 

...  40  —  178 

1908  . 

28 

.  75  .. 

.  49  . 

...  27  —  179 

DEATHS. 

The  Deaths 

registered  during  the  year 

number  157  ; 

Males  72,  Females  85  ;  a  decrease  of  11  on 

the  previous 

year,  and  giving 

an  annual  death  rate  of  15  *7  per  1000. 

The  rate  for  preceding  ten  years  being  as  under  : — 

1898. 

...16-9 

1903 . 

...14-3 

1899. 

...17-4 

1904 . 

...19-3 

1900. 

...19-6 

1905 . 

...14  4 

1901. 

...17*2 

1906 . 

...153 

1902. 

...15-2 

1907 . 

...16-8 

1908.... 

. 15-7 
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The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  in  the  respective 
Wards  for  the  undermentioned  years  : — 


Year. 

Healey. 

Whitworth. 

Facit. 

Shawforth. 

Total 

1901  ... 

.  26  ... 

. 59  . 

...  33  .. 

. 47  — 

165 

1902  ... 

.  29  ... 

. 69  . 

...  30  .. 

. 29  — 

147 

1903  ... 

. 20  ... 

. 53  . 

...  36  ... 

. 30  — 

139 

1904  ... 

.  26  ... 

. 70  . 

...  47  .. 

.  43  — 

186 

1905  ... 

. 19  ... 

. 52  . 

...  41  .. 

.  27  — 

139 

1906  ... 

.  19  .... 

.  60  . 

...  34  .. 

. 35  — 

148 

1907  ... 

.  23  .... 

.  68  . 

...  41  .. 

.  36  — 

168 

1908  ... 

.  19  .... 

.  70  . 

...  35  .. 

. 33  — 

157 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  the  subjoined  ages  : 

Deaths  under  1  year  .  33  |  ^ 

at  1  and  under  5  years  .  12  j 

5  15  „  5 

15  25  5  /  11f) 

25  65  62  f  1±Z 

99  11  11  \ 

65  and  upwards  .  40  ) 

157  157 


INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE. 


The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
shows  a  marked  increase  on  the  previous  year  ;  viz.  33  ; 
an  increase  of  16  ;  giving  an  infantile  mortality  per  1000 
births  of  184-3.  This  is  due  to  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  wasting  and  tubercular  diseases. 


The  following  table 
undermentioned  years  : — 

1901  . 150  0 

1902  . 100-9 

1903  . 142-2 

1904  . 160-0 


gives  the  mortalities  for  the 


1905 . 

1906 . 

. 130-6 

1907 . 

.  95-4 

1908 . 

. 184-3 

7 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  under 
one  year  for  the  preceding  ten  years  : — 


1898.... 

. 30 

1903 . 

...31 

1899.... 

. 30 

1904 . 

...32 

1900.... 

. 44 

1905 . 

...17 

1901.... 

. 30 

1906 . 

...23 

1902.... 

. 22 

1907 . 

...17 

1908... 

. 33 

Causes  of  infantile  mortality  under  one  year. 

Diptheria 

and  Croup 

1  ;  Whooping 

Cough 

Enteritis  2  ;  Premature  Birth  2  ;  Congenital  defects  2  ; 
Marasmus  (wasting)  5  ;  Tubercular  Meningitis  6  ;  other 
Tubercular  Diseases  1  ;  Meningitis  2  ;  Convulsions  2  ; 
Bronchitis  1  ;  Pneumonia  2  ;  Overlying  1  ;  other  causes 
4  Total  33. 

Causes  of  infantile  mortality  during  the  previous  year. 

Diptheria  and  Croup  2  ;  Diarrhoea  1 ;  Congenital 
defects  1 ;  Atrophy  1  ;  Meningitis  3  ;  Convulsions  2  ; 
Bronchitis  4  ;  Pneumonia  2  ;  Overlying  1 ; — Total  17. 

As  already  stated  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  for  the  year  is  due  to  wasting  and  tubercular 
diseases.  The  following  additional  table  gives  the  three 
principal  wasting  diseases  and  Wards. 

Healey.  Whitworth.  Facit.  Shawforth 

Marasmus  . 0  2  3  0 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ...  0  .  3  2  1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases.  1  .  0  0  0 

15  5  1 

And  the  following  table  gives  the  months,  ages,  and 
environments. 

January. — Premature  Birth,  2  days,  fair,  mal-presen- 
tation  12  hours,  fair,  Bronchitis  1  month,  fair. 
February. — Tubercular  Meningitis,  6  months,  bad, 

Tuberculosis,  5  months,  fair,  Convulsions,  2  months, 
good,  Marasmus,  12  days,  fair. 
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March. — Congenital  defects,  5  months,  good,  Debility,  1 
da}7,  fair,  Meningitis,  9  months;  fair. 

April  — Nil. 

May. — Tubercular  Meningitis,  6  months,  good,  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  8  months,  fair,  Congenital  defects,  3 
months,  fair. 

June. — Tubercular  Meningitis,  6  months,  fair. 

July. — Tubercular  Meningitis,  7  months,  bad,  Menin¬ 
gitis,  7  months,  good,  Marasmus,  1  month,  not  good, 
Debility,  11  days,  fair. 

August. — Immaturity,  12  days,  not  good. 

September  — Tubercular  Meningitis,  10  months,  fair, 
Tubercular  Meningitis,  2  months,  fair. 

October. — Gastro-enteritis,  7  months,  bad,  Pneumonia, 
8  months,  good,  Enteritis,  3  months,  bad,  Croup,  6 
months,  fair,  Collapse  of  Lung,  2  days,  fair. 
November.  — Premature  Birth,  2  months,  fair. 

December. — Pneumonia,  1  month,  bad,  Convulsions,  2 
months,  fair,  Whooping  Cough,  6  months,  bad, 
Marasmus,  2  months,  not  good,  Overlying,  2 
months,  bad. 

“It  is  generally  recognised  that  the  predisposition  to 
Tuberculosis  consists  of  a  general  enfeebled  condition  of 
all  organs  possessing  weakened  resistance  to  attacks  of 
disease.  The  overcoming  of  this  predisposition  then 
should  begin  before  the  child  is  born.  The  mother,  if  a 
wage  helper,  should  be  placed  under  the  best  possible 
hygienic  conditions  while  bearing  the  child,  and  cease 
work  at  least  two  months  before  the  child  is  born.” 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  BILL. 

The  Legislature  has  put  in  force  during  the  year,  a 
Bill,  the  chief  feature  of  which  provides,  that  in  future 
where  a  person  undertakes  “  for  reward  ”  the  nursing 
and  maintenance  of  a  child  under  the  age  of  seven  years, 
apart  from  its  parents,  the  Local  Authority  must  be 
informed  of  the  fact  by  the  foster  parent  within  forty-eight 
hours.  This  section  does  not  apply  as  respects  any 
infant  where  the  period  is  less  than  forty-eight  hours. 
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The  Local  Authority  has  power  to  fix  the  number  of 
infants  under  the  age  of  seven  in  a  nurse  home,  and  if 
the  premises,  or  the  foster  mothers  are  deemed  unfit,  the 
infants  may  be  removed. 

The  Act  also  prohibits  the  insurance  of  nurse  children 
by  their  foster  parents. 

MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 

diseases.  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 


Siuall-pox  .  0  .. 

Measles  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever .  0  .. 

Whooping  Cough .  0 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

Croup  .  0 

0  Typhus .  0 

Fever  <  Enteric .  1 

(.  Other  continued .  0 

Epidemic  Influenza  .  1 

Cholera  .  0 

Plague .  0 

Diarrhoea .  2 

Enteritis .  0 

Puerperal  Fever .  0 

Erysipelas  .  0 

Other  Septic  Diseases  .  1 

Phthisis  . 14 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases...  5 
Cancer  Malignant  Disease  ...  3 
Bronchitis  (16),  Pneumonia 

(5),  Pleurisy  (2)  29 

Other  diseases  of  Kespiratory 

Organs .  0 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  the 

Liver  .  0 

Venereal  Diseases .  0 

Premature  Birth  .  0 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 

Parturition .  0 

Heart  Disease . 18 

Accidents  .  5 

Suicides  .  0 

Coroner’s  Enquiries  .  0 

Coroner’s  Inquests  .  0 

Meningitis .  0 

All  Other  Causes  . 67 

Total . 147 


...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  9 

...  0 

...  1 

...  1 

...  0 

...  1 

...  2 

...  0 

...  0 

...  2 

...  1 

...  1 

...  9 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  4 

...  0 

...  2 

...  5 

...  5 

...  2 

...  3 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  3 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  2 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  1 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...12 

...18 

...  9 

...  9 

...12 

...12 

...  4 

...  7 

...  1 

...  2 

...  1 

...14 

...13 

...  1 

...  4 

...  7 

...16 

...  8 

...21 

...45 

...26 

...41 

...35 

...23 

...  0 

...  0 

...  2 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  3 

...  3 

...  0 

...  2 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  6 

...  9 

...14 

...10 

...21 

...13 

...  4 

...  5 

...  4 

...  0 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

...  2 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  4 

...  3 

...  6 

...  4 

...  1 

...  2 

...  3 

...  3 

...  9 

...  5 

...  4 

...  0 

...  0 

...  u 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...67 

...65 

...60 

...50 

...62 

...67 

139 

186 

139 

150 

168 

157 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  year  is  again  satis¬ 
factory.  The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths 

for  the  undermentioned  years  ; — 

1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 

Small  pox  . 0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  9...0...1...1...0 

Scarlatina  . 2...0...0...2...  1 

Whooping  Cough . 9...0...0...0...4 

Diphtheria  and  Membra¬ 
nous  Croup  . 2. ..5. ..3...  2...  3 

Diarrhoea  . 0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  2  ...0 

Enteric  Fever  . 3...1...1...2...0 

25  7  5  9  8 

Giving  a  death  rate  of  0'80  per  1000  ;  the  following  table 
gives  the  zymotic  death  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years 


1898.... 

. IT 

1903.... 

....041 

1899.... 

. 0  5 

1904.... 

. 2-6 

1900.... 

. 1-8 

1905.... 

....0-72 

1901.... 

....0-31 

1906.... 

....0  51 

1902 . 

....0-41 

1907.... 

. 0-90 

1908 . 0-80 

SMALL-POX. 

Nil. 

MEASLES. 

Nil. 

SCARLATINA. 

27  cases  have  been  notified  and  one  death  registered 
For  the  preceding  year,  25  cases  were  notified  and  two 
deaths  registered.  This  disease  was  sporadic  in  type  and 
mild  in  character. 
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The  following 

table 

gives  the  < 

3ases 

in  the 

respective 

Wards  for  the  year. 

Month  Healey  Whitworth 

Facit 

Shawforth  Total 

January . 

.  0  . 

.  0  .... 

..  1 

.  0 

—  1 

February  . 

.  0  . 

.  0  .... 

..  2 

.  0 

—  2 

March  . 

.  1  . 

.  0  .... 

..  2 

.  0 

—  3 

April  . 

.  1  . 

.  1  .... 

..  2 

.  0 

—  4 

May  . 

.  0  . 

.  1  .... 

..  0 

.  0 

—  1 

June  . 

.  0  . 

.  0  .... 

..  0 

.  0 

—  0 

July  . 

.  1  . 

.  0  .... 

..  0 

.  0 

—  1 

August  . 

.  0  . 

.  1  .... 

..  0 

.  4 

—  5 

September . 

.  1  . 

.  1  .... 

..  3 

.  0 

—  5 

October . 

.  3  . 

.  0  .... 

..  0 

.  0 

—  3 

November . 

.  0  . 

.  1  .... 

..  0 

.  1 

—  2 

December . 

.  0  . 

.  0  .... 

..  0 

.  0 

—  0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

5 

10 

5 

27 

27 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  disease  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  through¬ 
out  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  Healey.  I  am 
afraid  it  is  regarded  by  the  public  as  one  of  an  infantile 
obligatory  nature.  The  early  symptoms  are  overlooked, 
the  patient  is  allowed  unlimited  liberty,  and  the  real 
gravity  of  the  case  is  only  recognised  when  the  disease 
has  reached  the  stage  of  vomiting.  It  is  at  this  stage  that 
it  is  decided  to  look  upon  the  case  as  dangerous  to  others. 

Four  deaths  have  been  registered;  one  in  February 
in  Shawforth  Ward,  two  in  May  in  Shawforth  Ward,  and 
one  in  December  in  Whitworth  Ward. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  year;  one  in 
Hearny  Ward,  tmee  in  Whitworth  Ward,  and  five  in 
Facib  Ward. 
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Three  deaths  were  registered;  one  in  January  in 
Facit,  one  in  February  in  Facit,  and  one  in  October  in 
Whitworth. 

The  milk  and  water  supplies  were  satisfactory. 
Anti-Diphtheritic  Serum  is  supplied  by  the  Council 
free  of  cost  on  application. 

PUERPERAL  FEYER. 


Nil. 


ENTERIC  FEYER. 

Four  cases  have  been  notified;  two  in  Whitworth 
Ward,  one  in  Facit  Ward,  and  one  in  Shawforth  Ward. 

One  notices  with  satisfaction  that  no  death  has  been 
registered  from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

17  cases  have  been  notified,  a  decrease  of  four  on  the 
previous  year.  Five  in  Healey  Ward,  six  in  Whitworth 
Ward,  two  in  Facit  Ward,  and  four  in  Shawforth  Ward. 

PHTHISIS. 

12  deaths  have  been  registered  from  Phthisis;  for  the 
preceding  year,  12.  Giving  a  death  rate  of  1  -2  per  1000. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in 
the  W7ards  for  the  undermentioned  years  : — 


Year. 

Healey. 

Whitworth. 

Facit. 

Shawforth.  Total 

1901  . 

.  3  .... 

.  7  . 

...  4  .. 

.  3  —  17 

1902  . 

.  3  .... 

.  5  . 

...  3  .. 

.  3  —  14 

1903  . 

. .  1  ... 

.  5  . 

...  3  .. 

.  3  —  12 

1904  . 

.  2  .... 

.  9  . 

...  6  ... 

.  1  —  18 

1905  . 

.  2  .... 

.  2  . 

...  5  .. 

.  0—9 

1905  . 

.  1  .... 

.  3  . 

...  4  ... 

.  1—9 

1907  . 

.  2  .... 

.  6  . 

...  4  ... 

.  0  —  12 

1908  . 

.  0  .... 

.  8  . 

...  3  ... 

.  1  —  12 
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Yearly  number  of  deaths  for  the  preceding  ten  years 


1898.... 

....19 

1903 . 

....12 

1899  ... 

....13 

1904.... 

....18 

1900.... 

....13 

1905 . 

....  9 

1901.... 

....17 

1906.... 

....  9 

1902 . 

....14 

1907 . 

....12 

1908 . 12 


On  the  1st  January,  there  came  into  force  a  Local 
Government  Order  under  which  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
is  made  a  compulsorily  notifiable  disease,  so  far  as  Poor 
Law  administration  is  concerned.  This  order  gives  the 
Council,  on  the  advice  of  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
power  to  take  such  measures  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  that  they  already  possess  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,”  with  regard  to  the  other 
dangerous  infectious  diseases. 

The  Council  is  also  responsible  for  the  payment  of 
notifications  sent  by  the  Poor  Law  District  Medical 
Officers. 

The  Council  shall  also  return  to  the  District  Poor 
Law  Medical  Officer,  all  counterfoils  of  the  notifications, 
after  verification,  at  the  rates  fixed  by  the  regulations. 

CANCER  AND  MALIGNANT  DISEASE. 


8  deaths  have  been  registered;  a  decrease  of  50  per 
cent,  on  the  previous  year. 

Healey .  1  Whitworth .  2 

Pacit  .  2  Shawforth  .  3 

BRONCHITIS,  PNEUMONIA,  AND  PLUERISY. 


23  deaths  have  been  registered,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
2  3  For  the  previous  year,  35. 

There  is  a  decrease  of  seven  deaths  in  Whitworth 
Ward,  five  in  Facit  Ward,  an  increase  of  four  in  Shaw¬ 
forth,  and  no  deaths  registered  in  Healey  Ward 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in 

the  Wards  for  the  undermentioned  years  : — 

•/ 

Year.  Healey.  Whitworth.  Facit.  Shawforth.  Total 

1901  .  6  14  7  11  —  38 

1902  .  2  13  4  10  —  29 

1903  .  2  14  5  3  —  24 

1904  .  5  19  9  12  —  45 

1905  .  2  11  7  6  —  26 

1906  .  4  21  10  6  —  41 

1907  .  4  16  10  5  —  35 

1908  .  0  9  5  9  —  23 


The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  for  the  previous 
ten  years  : — 


1898.... 

. 25 

1903.... 

. 24 

1899.... 

. 54 

1904.... 

. 45 

1900.... 

. 48 

1905.... 

..*...26 

1901.... 

. 38 

1906.... 

....41 

1902.... 

. 29 

1907.... 

....35 

1908... 

. 23 

HEART 

DISEASE. 

13  deaths  have  been  registered;  a  decrease  of  8  on 
the  previous  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  in  each  Ward 
for  the  years. 


Year. 

Healey. 

Whitworth. 

Facit. 

Shawforth. 

Total 

1901  .... 

.  4  ... 

.  4  . 

....  4  ., 

.  1  - 

-  13 

1902  .... 

.  3  .. 

.  8  . 

....  5  .. 

.  2  - 

-  18 

1903  .... 

.  5  ... 

.  0  . 

....  1  .. 

.  0  - 

-  6 

1904  .... 

.  4  ... 

.  2  . 

....  1  .. 

.  2  - 

-  9 

1905  .... 

.  1  ... 

.  7  . 

....  3  .. 

.  3  - 

-  14 

1906  .... 

.  0  ... 

.  4  . 

....  5  .. 

.  1  - 

-  10 

1907  .... 

.  3  ... 

.  7  . 

....  7  .. 

.  4  - 

-  21 

1908  .... 

.  3  ... 

.  8  . 

....  1  .. 

.  1  - 

-  13 
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And  the  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  deaths 
for  the  previous  ten  years. 


1898.... 

. 14 

1903.... 

.  6 

1899.... 

....13 

1904 . 

....  9 

1900.... 

....11 

1905.... 

....14 

1901.... 

....13 

1906.... 

....10 

1902.... 

....18 

1907.... 

. 21 

1908 . 13 


NOTIFICATIONS. 


There  is  a  total  increase  of  6  in  the  number  of 
Notifications  for  the  year. 


Scarlatina 
Diphtheria,  &c. 
Enteric  Fever... 
Erysipelas 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

With  one  exception  the  reports  from  the  County 
Authorities  have  been  satisfactory,  and  the  standard  of 
the  effluent  compares  favourably  with  other  Districts. 


EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL 

Is  carried  out  on  the  pail  system.  The  water  carriage 
system  is  adopted  on  new  property,  and  in  the  carrying 
out  of  alterations  in  old  property  where  applicable. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Is  chiefly  from  Rochdale  Corporation  and  is  much  safer 
for  domestic  use  than  the  intermittent  supplies  from 
private  cisterns. 


1G 


The  Rochdale  Borough  analyst  has  recently  reported 
that  he  had  analysed  several  samples  from  various  parts 
of  the  Borough,  and  had  failed  to  find  any  trace  of  lead . 
contamination. 

Carbonate  of  lime  is  added  to  prevent  the  water 
from  acting  on  the  lead  pipes. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMODATION. 

We  have  accommodation  for  twelve  beds. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

Have  been  regularly  inspected  and  reported  upon  at  the 
monthly  meetings. 


BAKE  HOUSES. 

The  Sanitary  inspection  whether  wholesale  or  retail 
is  entrusted  by  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  to  the 
Local  Authority,  and  is  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

COW-SHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  “  Dairy  and  Cow-shed  Regulation  Order”  was 
adopted  in  1887,  and  is  only  partially  enforced. 

The  dairies  and  cow-sheds  are  regularly  inspected 
by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  reported  upon  at  your 
monthly  meetings,  and  the  details  recorded  in  his  yearly 
report. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Section  132  of  the  above  Act  requires  that  all  work¬ 
shops  shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  report  on  the 
administration  of  the  Act,  and  forward  the  same  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 
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We  have  not  many  places  to  supervise  under  this 
section.  The  tables  have  been  forwarded  as  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

We  have  only  one  registered  “home  for  working 
men,”  and  as  previously  reported  it  is  under  capable  and 
good  management. 

This  subject  leads  up  to  the  question  of  overcrowding. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  working  men  do  not  take 
advantage  of  the  comforts  of  a  home  like  the  above. 
Overcrowding  when  suppressed  in  one  place  recurs  in 
another,  and  it  is  only  in  houses  which  are  registered  that 
the  limited  space  can  be  kept  permanently  uninvaded. 

MIDWIYES  ACT,  1902. 

Under  this  Act  a  qualified  and  practising  midwife 
must  register  and  give  yearly  notice  to  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority,  keep  a  bag  of  appliances,  case 
book,  and  give  notice  of  all  still  births  occuring  in  her 
practice. 

The  present  limitations  of  the  Act  are  not  quite 
satisfactory  and  may  remain  so  until  1910  when  regis¬ 
tration  become  compulsory. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT,  1907. 

This  is  an  adoptive  Act. 

The  object  of  the  Act  is  to  provide  a  speedy  means 
whereby  information  of  the  birth  of  a  child  may  be  given 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In  this  respect  the 
Act  is  an  excellent  one. 

Although  the  Local  Government  Board  observe  that 
in  their  opinion  there  is  no  occasion  for  imposing  upon 


18 


parents  and  others  the  obligation  of  notifying  births  unless 
steps  are  taken  to  carry  out  the  ultimate  object  of  the 
measure,  viz.,  the  giving  of  advice  and  instruction  to 
those  who  have  charge  of  the  infants,  and  in  ordinary 
circumstances  they  would  not  be  prepared  to  consent  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Act  unless  it  appeared  that  arrange¬ 
ments  had  been  made  for  this  purpose. 

I  am  now  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  someone 
to  act  as  Health  Visitor  acting  under  the  advice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 


St.  Michael’s,  Shanter — Satisfactory. 

Shawforth  Wesleyan — No  water  supply,  and  requires 
immediate  attention. 

St.  John’s,  Facit — Sanitary  requirements  want  re-arrang¬ 
ing,  and  more  lavatory  accomodation  is  necessary 

Facit  Wesleyan — Satisfactory. 

Whitworth  Church  Schools — Satisfactory. 

Hallfold — District  Education  Committee  have  recently 
made  arrangements  with  the  Managers  for  new 
water  supply  and  lavatory  accommodation. 


SUMMARY. 


The  chief  points  of  interest  to  be  noted  in  the  present 
report  are  : — 

A  still  low  birth  rate. 

A  higher  infantile  death  rate,  due  to  tubercular 
disease,  exclusive  of  Phthisis. 

Large  number  of  deaths  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
in  July. 
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No  death  from  Measles,  and  only  one  from  Scarlatina 

No  death  from  Enteric  Fever. 

The  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough. 

A  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Respiratory 
and  Heart  Disease. 

A  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer. 

I  desire  again  to  thank  the  members  and  officers  of 
the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and  assistance  during  the 
year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  WELSH,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Table  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  WHOLE  DISTRICT  During  1906  and  Previous 
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II. — Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  tears. 
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Table  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  Year  1908 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  ' 
Ag-es 

Tot; 

0) 

r-H 

cS 

W 

Small-pox . 

•  •  • 

Cholera . 

Diphtheria  ancl  .  £ 

Membranous  Croup  ) 

•  •  • 

9 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

17 

5 

Scarlet  Fever . 

27 

7 

Typhus  Fever . 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever . 

4 

... 

Relapsing  Fever . 

... 

... 

Continued  Fever  . 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever . 

... 

... 

Plague  . 

... 

... 

Totals . 

1 

57 

13 

each  locality. 


f-i 

o 

is 

+3 

•  rH 
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£ 


6 

5 


16 


+3 

•  rH 

o 

eg 

& 


2 

10 


18 


5 


10 


Shawforth 


Table  IV. — Causes  op,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 


'  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ’• 
1  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages 

Under 
1  year 

1  and 
under 
5 

5  and  ! 
under 
15 

| 

15  and  25  an 
under  unde  ^ 
25  j  65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

mall-pox  ... 

leasles 

... 

carlet  Fever 

1 

1 

V hooping-cough  ... 
liphtheria  and  Mem- 

4 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

branous  Croup 

2 

•  •  . 

2 

.  .  . 

... 

Iroup  ...  . 

1 

1 

.  . . 

.  .  . 

... 

r  Typhus  ... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

""ever  3  Enteric  ... 

(.  Other  continued. . . 

Epidemic  Influenza 
/holera 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Hague 

)iarrhoea  ... 

Enteritis  ... 

1 

1 

5uerperal  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

)ther  Septic  Diseases 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis) 

12 

... 

.  .  . 

2 

10 

)ther  tubercular  diseases 

14 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Eancer,  Malignant  Disease 

8 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3ronchitis  ... 

16 

1 

... 

... 

... 

7 

8 

Pneumonia... 

5 

2 

2 

... 

1 

Pleurisy 

)ther  Diseases  of  Res- 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

piratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ) 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Eirrhosis  of  Liver) 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Venereal  Diseases... 

Premature  birth  ... 
diseases  and  accidents  of 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

parturition 

... 

... 

Heart  Diseases 

13 

1 

8 

4 

Occidents  ... 

1 

1 

Suicides 

1 

1 

Inquests 

Coroner’s  Inquiry... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Meningitis... 

1 

1 

All  other  causes  ... 

67 

17 

1 

1 

... 

26 

22 

All  causes 

1  157 

33 

12 

5 

5 

62 

40 

Deaths  in  or 
belonging  to 
Localities 
(at  all  ages) 


Healey 

i[VV\YuqA\  I 

Facit 

rS 

-+-> 

U 

o 

=*-< 
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A 

'J1 

... 
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1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 
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9 

7 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

... 

2 

3 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

i  1 

9 

1 

1 

29 

19 

10 

1969 

3534 

1 

o 

.  a)  0)  in 
£ 

O  ^  02 
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TABLE  V.— INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1  Week 

1-2  Weeks 

2-3  Weeks 

3-4  Weeks 

Total  under 

1  Month 

All  ( Certified 

Causes.  ^  Uncertified 

5 

3 

... 

8 

"Small-pox  ... 

~  Chicken-pox 

Common  Measles  * . 

Infectious  -j  Scarlet  Fever  . 

lseases.  j  Qiphtheria .  crollp 
(^Whooping  Cough ... 
f  Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
-r..  ,  -i  1  Enteritis  j> 

lan  loea  no t  Tuberculous)  ) 

diseases.  (  Gastritis,  Gastro-  \ 

intestinal  Catarrh  ) 
f  Premature  Birth  ... 
j  Congenital  Defects 
Wasting  J  Injury  at  Birth 

Diseases.  1  Want  of  Breast-milk 

j  Atrophy,  Debility  ^ 

L  Marasmus  > 

f Tuberculous  Meningitis... 
m  ,  Tuberculous  Peritonitis:  7 

Tuberculous!  Tabes  Mesenterica  ) 

Diseases.  1  other  Tuberculous  < 

Diseases ) 

"Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  } 

not  Tuberculous  ) 

Other  <j  Convulsions 

Causes.  Bronchitis  ... 

Laryngitis  ... 

Pneumonia... 

Suffocation,  overlaying  ... 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

3 

... 

8 

Births  in  the  year 


( legitimate,  17 1. 
^  illegitimate,  8. 


Deaths  in  the  year 


( legitimate  infants,  fv>3t 
1  illegitimate  infants,  2 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 
and  Months  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 


1-2  Months 

2-3  Months 

3-4  Months 

4-5  Months 

5-6  Months 

6-7  Months 

7-8  Months 

8-9  Months 

9-10  Months 

10-11  Months 

11-12  Months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

3 

6 

1 

1 

6 

4 

2 

2 

•  .  . 

... 

::: 

33 

•  *  * 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  * 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

•  •  * 

1 

3 

1 

... 

1 

6 

... 

... 

1 

... 

•  • 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

4 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1 

6 

4 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

... 
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Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1908,  10,000. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  Ages,  157. 
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Sanitary  Inspectors  Retort, 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 

— —  - 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Whitworth  Urban 
District  Council . 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  for 
the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1908. 

The  following  schedule  gives  in  brief  the  details  of 
the  cases  attended  to  by  me  during  the  year 

House  drains  trapped  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  35 

New  ash-pits  erected  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  23 

New  closets  erected  (waste  water  system)  ...  ...  22 

New  closets  erected  (pail  system)  . 12 

New  closets  erected  (fresh  water)  ...  ...  •••  1 

Defective  eaves  and  downspouts  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  slop-stone  pipes  (new  ones  fixed)  ...  ...  18 

Closets  &  ash-places  requiring  proper  doors  &  fastenings  13 

Closets  abolished  (pail  system) . 1 

Closets  cleaned  and  limewashed  ...  . 25 

Defective  drains  re-laid. . .  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  •••  ...  15 

Gully  traps  cleansed  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  19 

Filthy  premises  cleaned,  &c.  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Filthy  passages,  &c.  cleaned  ...  ...  •••  •••  7 

Slop-stone  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  ...  ...  39 

Stone  drains  abolished  ...  ...  •••  •••  ...  11 

Shippon  floors  repaired...  ...  ...  •••  •••  ^ 

Shippons  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  ...  •••  6 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  •••  5 

Houses  overcrowded  ...  ...  •••  ^ 
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Nuisances  from  poultry,  pigeons,  and  animals 

5 

Exits  to  fire  escapes  altered  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

New  exits  in  case  of  fire  provided 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Closets  repaired  (new  seats,  &c.) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

Ash-pits  abolished 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Ash-pits  re-built 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Beds  burnt  by  request  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Stable  floors  re-laid 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Defective  urinals 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

New  tile  drains  laid 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

Dairies  ventilated 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Defective  water  supplies  remedied 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Privy  closets  abolished... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Stables  cleansed  and  limewasbed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Drains  at  farms  reconstructed  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

New  fire  escapes  erected 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Stables  ventilated 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Miscellaneous  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

22 

Houses  disinfected 

•  •  • 

34 

Preliminary  notices  sent  for  abatement  of 

nuisances... 

103 

Formal  notices  sent  out  for  abatement  of 

nuisances . . . 

9 

Owners  and  occupiers  seen  personally  re 

nusiances  ... 

45 

Complaints  received 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

833  loads  of  nightsoil  have  been  deposited  at  the 
Outfall  works. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Scarlatina. . .  ...  . 

..59. 

.17.. 

.15.. 

.32. . 

.20.. 

.27 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

..10.. 

.12.. 

.  5.. 

.  6. . 

.  3.. 

.  4 

Puerperal  Fever 

..  0.. 

.  0.. 

.  1.. 

.  0.. 

.  1.. 

.  0 

Diphtheria 

..  0.. 

.  4.. 

.12.. 

.  5.. 

.  4.. 

.  9 

Membranous  Croup. 

..  0.. 

.  0.. 

.  2. . 

.  2.. 

.  2.. 

.  0 

Erysipelas 

..18.. 

.11.. 

.10.. 

.  9.. 

.21.. 

.17 

Variola  (Small-pox). 

..14.. 

.  1.. 

.  0.. 

.  0.. 

.  0.. 

.  0 

101 

45 

45 

54 

51 

57 
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The  following  cases  of  Scarlatina  have  occurred  in 
children  attending  the  undermentioned  schools  : — 


1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908 


Shawforth  Wesleyan.. 

8... 

0.. 

.  1... 

8... 

1... 

1 

Facit  St.  John’s 

3... 

1.. 

4 

•  JL  •  •  • 

4... 

1... 

6 

Lloyd  Street  . 

8. . . 

2.. 

•  l  •  •  • 

2... 

3. . . 

4 

Hallfold  . 

8. .. 

1.. 

•  1... 

5... 

0... 

1 

Healey  . 

1... 

0.. 

.  3... 

0... 

0... 

4 

Facit  Wesleyan 

5... 

1.. 

.  0... 

0... 

4... 

1 

Shawforth  S.  Michael’s 

0... 

0.. 

.  0... 

1... 

1... 

0 

St.  Anselm’s  . 

0... 

0.. 

.  0... 

0... 

0... 

2 

Uuder  school  age  ...26... 

12.. 

.  5... 

12... 

9... 

8 

Schools  out  of  district 

(Private)  . 

0... 

0.. 

.  0... 

0... 

1... 

0 

59  17  15  32  20  27 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

The  workshops  within  the  district  have  been  visited 
and  inspected  under  the  above  Act,  and  on  the  whole 
have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  clean  condition. 

The  following  are  a  list  of  workshops  within  the 
district  coming  under  the  Act : — 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Milliners...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ...  ...  2 

Stocking  Knitting  ...  ...  ...  1 

Boot,  Shoe,  and  Clog  Makers  . ..  ...  2 

Boot  and  Shoe  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Clog  Makers  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  10 

Oat  Cake  Bakers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers  ...  ...  1 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


47 
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One  notice  has  been  received  from  H.  M.  Inspector 
of  Factories,  and  is  receiving  attention. 

There  is  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in 
the  district. 

There  is  one  tripe  boiling  establishment  in  the  district 
This  has  been  visited  at  intervals,  and  found  to  be  kept  in 
a  clean  condition. 

There  are  nine  slaughter-houses  within  the  district, 
(one  is  at  present  vacant).  These  have  been  regularly 
inspected,  and  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition. 

The  Cow-sheds  have  been  systematically  inspected, 
and  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition.  A  few  of  the  Cow¬ 
sheds,  which  were  not  satisfactory,  have  been  lighted  and 
ventilated. 

The  removal  of  ashes  and  excreta  is  very  satisfactory 

The  Hospital  is  in  thorough  order  and  kept  in  a 
cleanly  condition. 

During  the  year  several  house  drains  have  been 
connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  J.  COEDINGLEY,  A.R.S.I.,  E.P.C., 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


